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identified in § 1507.3(b) of the regula-
tions which are applicable to the ac-
tivities of the Commission in light of
its statutory functions and responsibil-
ities.

§ 530.2 Ensuring that environmental
documents are actually considered
in agency decision-making.

Section 1505.1 of the NEPA regula-
tions contains requirements to ensure
adequate consideration of environ-
mental documents in agency decision-
making. To implement these require-
ments, Commission officials shall:

(a) Consider all relevant environ-
mental documents in evaluating pro-
posals for agency actions;

(b) Ensure that all relevant environ-
mental documents, comments, and
responses accompany the proposal
through existing agency review proc-
esses;

(c) Consider only those alternatives
encompassed by the range of alter-
natives discussed in the relevant envi-
ronmental documents when evaluating
any proposal for action by the Commis-
sion which is likely to significantly af-
fect the quality of the human environ-
ment; and

(d) Where an environmental impact
statement (EIS) has been prepared,
consider the specific alternatives ana-
lyzed in the EIS when evaluating the
proposal which is the subject of the
EIS. All Commission officials directly
involved in developing, evaluating,
and/or reaching decisions on proposed
actions shall consider relevant environ-
mental documents and comply with the
applicable provisions of the NEPA
process.

§ 530.3 Typical classes of action.
Section 1507.3(b)(2), in conjunction

with § 1508.4, requires agencies to
identify typical classes of action that
warrant similar treatment under
NEPA with respect to the preparation
of EIS’s or environmental assessments.
As a general matter, the Commission’s
activities do not include actions for
which EIS’s or environmental assess-
ments are required. Its activities in-
volve:

(a) Consultation with and rec-
ommendations to other Federal agen-
cies for actions relating to marine

mammal protection and conservation
for which an EIS or environmental as-
sessment is either not required by the
NEPA regulations or for which an EIS
or environmental assessment is pre-
pared by another Federal agency; and

(b) Research contracts relating to
policy issues, biological-ecological data
needed to make sound management de-
cisions, and better methods for collect-
ing and analyzing data. These activi-
ties are not, by themselves, major Fed-
eral actions significantly affecting the
quality of the human environment and
the Commission’s activities are there-
fore categorically excluded from the
requirement to prepare an EIS or envi-
ronmental assessment except for pro-
posals for legislation which are initi-
ated by the Commission, for which the
Commission shall develop environ-
mental assessments or EIS’s, as appro-
priate, in accordance with the NEPA
regulations. The Commission shall
independently determine whether an
EIS or an environmental assessment is
required where:

(1) A proposal for agency action is
not covered by one of the typical class-
es of action above; or

(2) For actions which are covered, the
presence of extraordinary circum-
stances indicates that some other level
of environmental review may be appro-
priate.

§ 530.4 Environmental information.
Interested persons may contact the

Office of the General Counsel for infor-
mation regarding the Commission’s
compliance with NEPA.

PART 540—INFORMATION
SECURITY

Sec.
540.1 Policy.
540.2 Program.
540.3 Procedures.

AUTHORITY: Executive Order 12356.

§ 540.1 Policy.
It is the policy of the Marine Mam-

mal Commission to act in accordance
with Executive Order 12356 in matters
relating to national security informa-
tion.

[44 FR 55381, Sept. 26, 1979]
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